
 

  

 LESSON 7:RESEARCH 
 

 

 

#1 Research: A necessary but essential part 
of writing. Research brings forth the facts 
that give credibility to the persons and 
events of your story.  
 

Research reveals much of the facts and 
background that populates your story.  

 What does Research accomplish?  

 Ask yourself this question: If writers 
should write about what they know, 
how do I write about a place I have 
never been? 

The answer is Research it. 
 

 You can ask the same question regarding 
time periods, clothing, accents, weapons, 
tools, and a host of other items that may 
appear in your story. 

The answer is always the same: 
Research it. Research is difficult, but 
unless you have firsthand 
knowledge about something, you 
must research it. 

  
How Do I Research? 

 

There are several ways which we 
will explore. 

 Library – The library has been around for 
a long time and is still an excellent place 
to go. And, if you don’t want to go 
physically, many libraries can be 
searched from the comfort of your 
homes.  
Simply go online, find a library, join if 
necessary, and start researching. College 
students do this all the time, so why 
shouldn’t you? 

Personal Library – If you are like me 
you have built up over the years a 
number of books from fiction to 
nonfiction in several categories.  
This is a personal resource that you 
can access without leaving your 
home or turning on your computer. 



 Google – I long ago lost track of how often 
I ‘google’ a subject. If there is something I 
want to know, I google it and I don’t use 
Google Search anymore! 

Online Websites – You would be 
amazed how many websites there 
are dedicated to one subject or area 
of knowledge. 

 Wikipedia – This is an excellent source of 
information if you understand that the 
information may not be correct! Best to also 
find information that confirms Wikipedia. 

Bookstores – This is also a resource in 
that you can add to your personal 
library books on subjects that interest 
you. 

 Assembling the Information  

 There are undoubtedly many methods for 
assembling information to be used in a book. 
The method I use the most is the creation of 
a document whereby I can add information 
for a particular book. 

When working on my novels about 
Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph I did a lot 
of research on Egypt. 
You would think academic sources 
would work, but not always. 

 In the case of Egypt you can’t trust what the 
Egyptologists say. That’s because many still 
rely on the old and confusing Egyptian 
timelines which are unreliable and don’t 
agree with the Bible. 

The problem is that there were two 
kingdoms in Egypt (Upper and Lower) 
which the original historians recorded 
as one, which threw the timelines off 
completely. 

 So, it wasn’t until recently that better 
research has appeared that corelate Egypt’s 
history with the countries around it, 
including Israel.  
So, use academic resources, but first find out 
what timelines they are using. If the timeline 
is wrong, then everything else is suspect as 
well. 

That is an example of a cautious 
approach to online resources. Don’t let 
it scare you, just be cautious. 

 Christian Search Engines – There are quite a 
few of them, so I won't review any. But when 
looking up a subject, they might be a good 
source. 

Bible Research – Stick with the King 
James Bible Version. This Bible uses the 
Textus Receptus text which is to be 
trusted as opposed to other corrupt 
versions that most Bibles now use. 

 How much time should I use? – The best 
answer to that is enough time to have a 
factual base for whatever you are saying or 
trying to show. 

Every author and, indeed every work, 
brings different needs. So time is 
relative. 



 Don’t be afraid of too much research. It is 
better to have more than you need than 
not enough. 

When inserting researched facts into 
your story try to do it smoothly. Don’t 
just quote facts but work them into the 
storyline. 

 As a Christian author it is important that 
the Bible always is the final authority. If 
secular ‘facts’ don’t agree with the Bible, 
then it is probable that the secular ‘facts’ 
are wrong. 

That is why I said stick to the KJV. It is 
reliable, was handed down from scribe 
to scribe following strict rules of 
copying.  

 Another reason for the KJV superiority is 
that its history traces back to Ephesus, 
whereas other translations trace back to 
Alexandria, Egypt, where early versions 
were corrupted from the start. 

In the end, it is up to you what is your 
authority, and if the bible, which 
translation you use. 
But I will stick with the KJV. 

 


