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27 MISUSED  WORDS SYNONYMS 
☐ When writing we often misuse words. We write a 

word to mean one thing when it really means 
something else. 

☐ What follows is a partial list of common 
words that are misused. I have provided 
possible replacements that mean the 
same thing, plus indicate other words or 
phrases with similar meaning. 
Warning: These are taken from Merriam-
Webster. Not all  sources agree. 

 Actual means existing, real. I have been guilty of 
this and almost used it above, but used ‘really’ 
instead. 

 Replace with: concrete, de facto, 
effective, existent, factual, genuine, real, 
sure-enough, true, very, and many other 
related words. 

☐ Adverse means detrimental ☐ Replace with: counter, disadvantageous, 
hostile, inimical, negative, unfriendly, and 
many other words. 

☐ Appraise means to ascertain the value of 
something. You appraise real estate. 

☐ Replace with: asses, estimate, evaluate, 
guestimate, rate, set, valuate, vale, and 
many other related words or phrases. 

☐ Apprise means inform. ☐ Replace with: acquaint, advise, brief, 
catch-up, clear, clue (in), enlighten, 
familiarize, fill in, inform, instruct, and 
other words. 

☐ Averse means reluctant ☐ Replace with: allergic, antipathetic, 
reluctant, unwilling, and other words and 
phrases. 

☐ Awesome means expressing awe.  ☐ Replace with: amazing, astonishing, 
astounding, awful, eye-opening, fabulous, 
miraculous, staggering, wonderful, and 
more. 

☐ Bemused means bewildered. ☐ Replace with: addle, addled, addlepated, 
befogged, befuddled, bewildered, 
bushed, confounded, confused, 
muddleheaded, punch-drunk, zonked 
out, and more. 

☐ Credible means believable. ☐ Replace with: believable, creditable, 
likely, plausible, presumptive, probably, 
and other words and phrases. 



☐ Credulous often means gullible. ☐ Replace with: believing, gullible, 
susceptible, trustful, trusting, unguarded, 
awe-shucks, naïve, and much more. 

☐ Debriefing means to question someone ☐ Replace with: examining, grilling, 
interrogating, pumping, querying, 
questioning, quizzing, and more words. 

☐ Disinterested means unbiased. ☐ Replace with: apathetic, casual, 
complacent, incurious, indifferent, 
insensible, insouciant, nonchalant, 
unconcerned, uninterested, and more. 

☐ Enormity means extreme evil. ☐ Replace with: atrociousness, atrocity, 
badness, depravity, evilness, monstrosity, 
sinfulness, evilness, wickedness, and 
more. 

☐ Fortuitous means coincidental or unplanned. ☐ Replace with: fluky, fortunate, happy, 
heaven-sent, lucky, providential, and 
more. 

☐ Fulsome means excessively or insincerely 
complimentary. 

☐ Replace with: adulatory, gushing, gushy, 
oily, soapy, unctuous, and more words 
and phrases. 

☐ Homogenous means made up of the same kind of 
people or things. 

☐ Replace with: entire, unchanging, 
uniform, unvaried, akin, alike, ditto, 
resembling, such, suchlike, and more. 

☐ Irregardless is not a word. ☐  

☐ Lie means recline or tell a fib ☐ Replace with: (by usagage)  
(1) Bear, extend, go, head, lead, run 
(2) Fabricate, fib, prevaricate 
(3) Fable, fabrication, falsehood, fib, 

mendacity, prevarication, story, 
untruth, whopper, and more. 

☐ Luxuriant means abundant or florid. ☐ Replace with: green, grown, leafy, lush, 
overgrown, verdant, and more. 

☐ Mitigate means alleviate. ☐ Replace with: allay, alleviate, ease, help, 
mollify, palliate, relieve, soothe, and 
more. 

☐ New Age means spiritualistic, holistic. ☐ Replace with: contemporary, current, 
designer, hot, mod, modern, modernistic, 
new, new-fashioned, present-day, red-
hot, space-age, state-of-the-art, 
ultramodern, and more. 



☐ Noisome means harmful, noxious. ☐ Replace with: insalubrious, noxious, 
sickly, unhealthful, unwholesome, and 
more. 

☐ Politically correct means dogmatically left-liberal. ☐ Replace with: offensive language, 
offensive behavior, anything that 
disagrees with Liberals, and more. 

☐ Proscribe means to condemn or forbid. ☐ Replace with: ban, bar, enjoin, forbid, 
interdict, outlaw, prohibit, and more. 

☐ Prescribe means to dictate. ☐ Replace with: define, dictate, lay down, 
specify, and more. 

☐ Reticent means shy, restrained. ☐ Replace with: close, closemouthed, dark, 
reserved, restrained, secretive, shy, tight 
mouthed. Reluctant in dictionary but not 
recommended. 

☐ Unexceptionable means not subject to criticism, 
beyond reproach. 

☐ Replace with: acceptable, agreeable, 
attractive, blessed, delicious, delightful, 
nice, welcome, and more. 

☐ Unexceptional means commonplace. ☐ Replace with: average, common, 
commonplace, cut and dried, cut and dry, 
everyday, garden variety, normal, run-of-
the-mill, usual, and more. 

 10 OVERUSED WORDS  See Grammarly for more detail. 

☐ Able ☐ Replace with: Can you support this? Can 
you manage this? Can you handle this? 

☐ Best ☐ Replace with: perfect choice, 
incomparable, leading expert. 

☐ First ☐ Replace with: initial conclusion, principal 
person, number one priority. 

☐ Good ☐ Replace with: excellent solution, decent 
option, worthy substitute. 

☐ Great ☐ Replace with: strong ideas, fantastic 
opportunity, wonderful work. 

☐ Important ☐ Replace with: critical steps, urgent action, 
essential information. 

☐ Many ☐ Replace with: a multitude of ideas, a 
handful of times, numerous occasions, 
thousands of data points. 



☐ More ☐ Replace with: additional perspectives, 
incremental improvements, greater 
context. 

☐ New ☐ Replace with: state-of-the-art 
technology, updated document, modern 
processes. 

☐ Other ☐ Replace with: alternative times, further 
suggestions, different opinions. 

 


