
 

 
More Rules to Know 

 

  
1 Paint a Picture 

One picture is worth a thousand words, or so the 
saying goes. But the reverse is also true for the 
writer. You want to use words, particularly words 
by the characters, to paint a picture the reader can 
see. 

2 Use Sensory Detail 
Create images using the senses. A good 
example is the use of fingers. Perhaps the 
touch or the act of tracing something out. 
Or it could be any of the senses: 

• Sight 

• Smell 

• Sound 

• Taste 

• Touch 
3 The Sixth Sense 

Don’t be afraid to use intuition, which is basically 
what the sixth sense is. In fiction it is often referred 
to as a “gut feeling” or “I smell something” or “a 
nagging thought” or something similar. 
As with anything, don’t overdo it. But also 
remember that the sixth sense is a powerful force 
and can play a pivotal role. 

4 Use Punctuation Wisely 
Get yourself a grammar book to make 
sure you are using proper punctuation. I 
use Word’s editing tool for grammar, but 
I also have a book on grammar. Software 
like Grammarly or Word’s editor are 
great, but they should be used with 
caution. Same is true for books on 
grammar. Sometimes their rules when 
applied make no sense for the story. 
So, be cautious and rewrite the offending 
sentence or paragraph that makes sense. 
Or do nothing, especially if the offense is 
within dialogue (character speech 
indicated by “”). 

5 Use Research in Describing Setting 
While Research is necessary for virtually 
everything related to your book, it is very vital for 
the setting. So, use: 

• Google or Similar Search 

• Maps 

• Pictorial guides 

• History 
All of these resources can shed light upon whatever 
scenic vistas you have in mind, or rooms. 

6 Let Your Character’s Speech be Free 
Some editors would throw up their hands 
at this, but you don’t want your characters 
speaking like a college professor unless 
he/she is one.  
So, let them be free of grammar rules 
except for this: Be consistent. If the 
character uses “ain’t” once, let that 
character do it again. And make sure you 
have the right character doing it each 
time. 



7 Thoughts – Use Italics  
Some writers make the mistake of putting their 
characters’ thoughts within quotes. Thoughts are 
not vocal, which means that if you want the reader 
to know that the character is thinking rather than 
talking, you need to let them know. 
My favorite method is using italics like this: 
Ted thought, I can do this. 
And you could leave out the words Ted thought. 
For example: 
Ted looked at Alice and smiled at her. 
You think I like you, but I despise you. I’m only 
smiling to hide my true feelings. 

8 Use Contractions  
A grammar book will tell you that 
contractions can be used in informal 
conversations, but my experience with 
editorial helps is that they frown on it. So, 
let’s be clear: 
In fiction writing it is often best to use 
contractions as it speeds up the reading. 
There are exceptions, of course. You may 
have a robot which may not be able to use 
contractions or a stiff character who 
doesn’t use them. That’s great and is a 
great way to make them stand out. But 
those are exceptions. 
 

9 Cut & Paste Carefully 
When you are working on your manuscript, and 
you want to move something to another location 
in the manuscript you can use cut and paste.  
But be very careful. It is quite easy to leave behind 
scraps of text or dialogue. 
I recommend you first read the entire passage 
from which you are moving the text. You might 
want to temporarily copy and paste it to a 
separate document before pasting to a new 
location. 
Then go back and reread the original text and the 
temporary file to make sure nothing is left behind. 

10 Don’t Plagiarize 
Books have been written on this subject, 
so I won’t go deep. The general idea is 
not to take someone else’s ideas or 
words as your own. 
If writing nonfiction and quoting 
someone, it is a good idea to cite the 
author and author’s work in a footnote 
or in the back of the book. 
If you will be using an author’s work 
extensively in your book you might want 
to get the author’s permission. 

 


