
 

 

AUTHORS BASIC TRAINING 
 

WHY IS AN AUTHOR A BUSINESS? 
☐ Why do you want to write? ☐ Then think like a businessperson 

☐ Why a businessperson? 
 

☐ Because the Government thinks of you 
that way. 

☐ Income Tax – Uncle Sam and most nephews 
(i.e., states) have income taxes. And they always 
want their fair share. 

☐ Sales Tax – Some states, like Florida, 
have a sales tax. And they expect you to 
collect and pay it. 

☐ To properly manage taxes you will need a 
Business Name. 

☐ A state registered legal business name is 
necessary for any business. 

☐ There are three different types of names you can 
use:  

• Book Title 

• Author’s Name 

• Unique Business Name. 

☑ Book Title: If there is only one book 
then you can use your book title as the 
name of your business.  
Example: my first book was Refuge: 
The Genesis Chronicles, so I used 
Chronicles 

☐ Author’s Name may be best if you have 
authored more than one book. By the time of 
my third book I was using my author’s name: 
R. Frederick Riddle 

☐ I used a version of my real name, but 
that is not necessary. Your author’s 
name can be anything, including 
fictional. 

☐ How to Get Author’s Name is a serious task. 
Let’s ask some questions. 
 

☐ Why do you want a author’s or pen 
name? 

• Branding 

• Identity Protection 
 

☐ Have you done a Google search? 

• Strong possibility it is in use already 

• Be willing to change 
My wife Tess Riddle originally had another pen 
name in mind, but it was already taken. So, she 
changed it to Tess. But what if she discovers 
another Tess? Now that she is published, we 
would likely not change it. Then the goal 
becomes make her brand dominate. 

☐ Are you prepared? 
That has several applications, but here it 
refers to the possibility you will need to 
change your pen name or push forward. 
And if you push forward it will mean 
hard work to make your brand stronger 
than the other one our there. 



☐ Unique Name: In 2014 we founded T&R 
Independent Books (T for Tess, R for 
RFrederick). 

☐ This became necessary when founding a 
business and when Tess became an 
author. 

 If you choose a business name like we did, you 
still need to research the name and make sure no 
one else has it. 

 In my research I did find other T&R 
businesses. But T&R Independent 
Books is unique. Sometimes you have to 
use your imagination. 

☐  
BE CAREFUL! 

When choosing a name remember that it will 
impact ALL OF YOUR BUSINESS, such as: 

☐ • Business Address 

• Bank Accounts 

• Marketing material 

• Domain names 

☐ If you change the name, the change will impact 
everything. 

☐ Sometimes it is necessary, but just know 
it will cost. 

 Assignment: Decide on a Name.  Request counsel (1 hour) by email: 
marketing@tr-indbkstore.com to 
discuss lesson. 
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AUTHORS BASIC TRAINING 
 

BANKING 
☐  

CREATING A BUSINESS 
BANK ACCOUNT 

☐  

☐ Why a Business Bank Account? 
 

☐ Because you should never use a Personal Bank 
account for business. It can bring ethical and 
legal problems. 

☐ A Business Bank Account needs: 

• State registered Business Name 

• Documentation 

• plus other legal requirements of State, or 
local community. 

☐ Business accounts are different than Personal 
accounts and required by accounting standards 
for all your business banking needs. 

☐ Examples of Business Banking uses: 

• Buying Office Supplies 

• Paying for shipping 

• Subscribing to marketing services 

• and More 

☐ More examples are: 

• Receiving fees for services rendered 

• Royalty deposits 

• Collection & Payment of taxes 

• Budgeting 
 

☐ Income Tax – Uncle Sam and most nephews 
(i.e., states) have income taxes. And they always 
want their fair share. Your bank account plays a 
major role in this. 

☐ Sales Tax – Some states, like Florida, have a 
sales tax. And they expect you to collect and 
pay it. Again, your bank account is engaged. 

☐ Credit/Debit Card – You will want to apply for 
and get a card that is associated with your 
Business Bank Account.  

☐  

☐ .  
BUDGETING 

☐ I recommend an Excel or other spreadsheet to 
track and maintain your business expenses and 
income. 

☐ If you are not doing so now, you should have 
both a Personal and a Business budget. These 
budgets can be linked but must maintain a 
degree of separation. 

☐ . 
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SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS 
☐ Rarely intentional, but often result of not 

knowing how to do something. 
 

☐ It is almost always costly in: 

• Money 

• Time 

• Energy 

☐ Personal Story: 
As a young man I wanted to be an author, so I 
signed up with a writer’s course that I thought I 
could afford. 
 

☐ However, after a few weeks or months into the 
study, I was laid off and had to drop out. While 
I did return to my job, I was not able to resume 
the writing course. 

☐ The result was I became a student at the School 
of Hard Knocks. You’ve probably heard of that 
school.  

☐ Although it didn’t have a brick building or even 
a campus, it had some really tough teachers: 
hardship & misery. 

☐ I had a love for writing but wasn’t 
accomplishing much, so I turned to poetry. That 
didn’t set any records either. 

☐ However, I did write a poem to my girlfriend 
and it won her heart so that she married me. 
Come to think of it, that’s a pretty good ROI 
(Return on Investment). 

☐ It took years before I graduated. 
Why did it take so long? 
Life got in the way. 
During that time I got married and other 
financial responsibilities were assumed. But I did 
graduate in the year 2003. 

☐ That was the year I published my first book. 
Since then I began learning on the job and now 
can say I know the pain and frustration of the 
School of Hard Knocks. It also means I can 
help you avoid that school. 
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THE COURSE 
☐ The course was established for the purpose of 

helping others avoid the School of Hard 
Knocks and all that meant.  If you read the 
School of Hard Knocks above, then you have 
an idea of what I am talking about. 

☐ This is a course to help you become the 
best you can be as a writer and a 
businessperson. It is not enough to want 
to write, you need to know how to write 
and this course provides that kind of 
instruction. In fact, when you finish this 
course you will have an understanding 
of writing that gives you a level field. 

☐ The lessons are created and taught by a 
professional author who knows and 
understands the needs of a new and/or 
struggling author.  
 

☐ I have written both fiction and 
nonfiction books. The count is 
constantly changing, but I am in double 
figures on the total number of books. 

☐ Our parent company, T&R Independent 
Publishers, is the publisher of all our books. 

☐ The school offers video lessons 
supplemented with PDFs formatted 
much like this chart. Plus we offer 
coaching. 

☐ These lessons will cover such topics as genre, 
character development, scenes, and much more. 

☐ You will also be given the opportunity 
to work on your own book. 

☐ Although you probably won’t finish the book 
during the course, you will be provided honest 
appraisal, advice, and encouragement. 

☐ Part of our coaching will be to help you 
develop your own voice. Not our voice, 
but yours. 

☐ Coaching is in the form of live video chats using 
Zoom whenever that is possible. If not Zoom, 
we will discuss other possibilities with you. 

☐ Some coaching will be built-in and may 
include several students. Other coaching 
will be private and will be either 
scheduled or optional. 

☐ Each lesson will be practical. Much of the 
material is based on our Guide to Writing. 

☐ There will be downloadable materials 
similar to this chart, plus whatever else is 
deemed helpful for you. 

☐ You are encouraged to download all material 
offered. It is covered by the course and it yours 
to keep. 

☐ Even this material you are reading is 
freely available to you. Store it on your 
computer, print it out, and use it for a 
reference. It contains information that 
will help you get your career going. 



☐  
COST OF AUTHORS BASIC TRAINING 

☐ There are similar courses that cost 
upward of $1000 or more. 

☐ This value is based on the following: 

• Help & guidance on Business setup 
o Types of Business 
o Business Name 
o Banking 

• Basics of business 
o Budgeting 
o Website Design 

• Basics of Writing 
o Spelling & Grammar 
o Editing 
o Scenes (Beginning, Middle, End) 

• Tools provided 

• Live Coaching 

☐ • But we are not charging $1000 

• Neither are we charging $900 

• Nor $800, $700, $600, or $500 

• Our one-time fee is $399 

• Or you can take advantage of our 
Subscription Package. 

 

☐  
Subscription Package 

☐ For a limited time we are offering six 
easy payments of $66.99. 

☐ We accept major credit/debit cards.    

 
  



 

  

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS 
GUARANTY 

 

CHRISTIAN AUTHORS BUSINESS INSTITUTE 
☐  

And we have a Guarantee. 
☐ This guaranty is based on you doing all 

the work assigned and graduating from 
the school. 

☐ We guaranty that upon graduation you will: 

• Receive a Certificate of Completion 

• Get a FREE subscription to our 
newsletter and its tips 

• Receive a copy of our Guide to Writing 

• Qualify to apply to our Writers Master 
Course 

☐ All of this is available for a limited time. 
Once the class is full, no more students 
will be accepted. 

☐ Certificate of Completion 
This reflects your body of work not just the doing 
of assignments.  

☐ Newsletter 
Upon graduation you will receive a free 
subscription this newsletter and will 
begin receiving information on writing, 
publishing, and marketing. 

☐ Guide to Writing 
This book, formerly just an eBook, is now a 
printed book that covers much of the same 
content as this course and more. It is a valuable 
aide in writing. And it will be yours for free!  

☐ Qualifying for Writers Master 
Course 

Aside from graduating from Basic or 
having equivalent knowledge, potential 
students must agree and sign Statement 
of Standards. 

☐ Writers Master Course 
Successful completion of this course can lead to 
publication of your book. In fact, if you 
successfully complete the course, write in a genre 
we accept, and agree to the Statement of 
Standards, then we guaranty it! 

☐ The Writer’s Master Course has its own 
calendar, lesson plans, and fee structure. 
For more information, contact us at 
marketing@tr-indbkstore.com 
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SIGN UP 
☐  

Email us at: info@trbookservices.com 
☐  

Tell us how you want to pay: 
ONE TIME   or  SUBSCRIPTION 
 

☐ I will respond with an email and begin the process 
of registering you for the course. 

☐ Once payment has cleared, registration 
will be finalized. 

☐ On the first of the month you will receive your 
first Video Lesson with download material.  

☐ Per your Schedule there are three Group 
Coaching sessions. 

☐ You also have two By Request Coaching 
sessions. You request and I will set up an 
individual coaching session for you.  

☐ This course is flexible, thereby enabling 
you to set your own pace. 
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